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DRURY LANE. 


Monday.—Cinderella, and Harlequin 
Jack Sheppard. | 

Tuesday.— Pantomime, Cupid’s Di- 
plomacy, and Illustrious ; stranger. 

Wednesday.— A Night in the Bas- 
tile, Cupid’s Diplomacy, and the 
Pantomime. 

Thursday.—Der Freyschutz, and the 
Pantomime. 

Friday.—Love in a Village, and the 
Pantomime. 

Saturday.—Fra Diavolo, and the 
Pantomime. 


The appearance of things in general 
at this house, this week have borne 
a brighter aspect: the treasury has 
been better stored—the house having 
been better attended. A continua- 
tion of the same pieces nearly as last 
week, but the pantomime having 
been performed first for the accom- 
modation of the juveniles which was 
attended by them in great numbers. 








On Monday, Mr. Macready will 
make his appearance for the first 
time in Macbeth, and we hear it is 
to be got up very splendidly. 





COVENT GARDEN. 


Monday.—Hamlet, and the Panto- 
mime. 

Tuesday.—School for Scandal, and 
the Pantomime. 

Wednesday.—Beggars’ Opera, and 
the Pantomime. 

Thursday.—Rivals, and the Panto- 
mime. 

Friday.—The 
Pantomime: 

Saturday.—The Clandestine Marriage 
and the Pantomime. 


An overflowing audience was attract- 
ed on Monday evening to witness a 
new representative of the character of 
Hamlet, by a gentleman who desig-. 
nates himself MoorE, but whose real 
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name is not yet known to us. Long 
before the rising of the curtain every 
seat was filled, and from the gallery, 
as usual, numbers were turned away. 
Whether the gentleman had a num- 
ber of friends in the house, or whether 
the audience arrived in an extraordi- 
nary good humour, we know not, but 
Mr. Moore on his entrance met with 
a reception as enthusiastic and flat- 
tering as many of our old established 
favourites are wont to receive. His 
first scenes were remarkably subdued, 
and evidenced great nervousness—a 
circumstance, of course, highly ex- 
cusable in a debutant. As he pro- 
gressed, however, the “ first blush of 
modesty’’ evaporated, and we had 
afterwards a fair opportunity for just 
criticism. The first point that struck 
us was, that he had not duly taken 
into account the extent of the stage 
and the house, and that this would 
necessarily operate to his disadvan- 
tage: in some degree it did so, yet 
when the compass of his voice was 
tested in the closet scene with Ger- 
trude, we found that it is not calcu- 
lated for rising to a high pitch. In 
its subdued tones it is pleasing and 
rather musical—but when forced it 
glides inte an inharmonious falsetto. 
Throughout the whole performance, 
however, if we except the first scene 
with the players, and the last scene 
of the last act, there were proofs of 
great judgment and discretion, and 
as it has been very truly remarked, 
he perfectly understood what to do, 
though he did not at all times accom- 
plish what he understood. His most 
successful effort was in the mad scene 
with Ophelia, which he enacted in a 
manner that drew down well-merited 
plaudits; and the next in order of 
success, was that before the King and 
the players. 

In speaking of Mr. Moore gene- 
rally, as a representative of the cha- 
racter of Hamlet, we cannot say that 
he is equal to what the metropolitan 
public expects from leading actors ; 
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he may make an excellent second, 
and take rank with young Anderson 
and Phelps, though withal, somewhat 
inferior to the latter. His person is 
good, about the middle stature ; his 
countenance not altogether pre- 
possessing, as far as we were able to 


judge ; and his gait not equal to that 


of those who are likely to be his com- 
petitors in the line he must, if he con- 
sents to remain in London, submit 
to undertake. 

The only other characters in the 
play. which were well supported, was 


the Ghost, by Cooper, and Horatio, 


by Selby. The others were all in- 
different, not even excepting Farren 
as Polonius, and Bartley as the Grave- 
digger. A Miss C. Poole, who made 
her first appearance here in the cha- 
racter of Gertrude, signally failed, 
having neither the physical powers 

‘the ability for a good actress. 
The dresses and scenery were al] new 
and of the most splendid description: 
the 5th scene, the remote part of the 
platform, with the moon throwing its 
silvery rays upon the wavy flood, was 
of exceeding richness, and drew forth 
a spontaneous burst of approbation. 





net 


HAYMARKET. 


Monday.—Merchant of Venice and 
O’Flannigan and the Fairies 

Tuesday.— King O’Nel, the Rivals, 
and the Portrait of Cervantes. 

Wednesday.—Sea Captain, His Last 
Legs, and the Omnibus. 


This theatre closed on Wednesday 
after a most successful season. It is 
said Mr. Webster, the active propri- 
etor, has netted £6000 after paying 
every expense. The theatre will re- 
open on the 16th of March. 





ENGLISH OPERA HOUSE. 


Promenade Concerts a la Musard, 
Every Evening. 


This week’s attendance has not been 
quite so profitable as usual, owing, 
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most likely, to the weather. The 
performances, nevertheless, have fully 
equalled any of the former selections, 
thus maintaining through good sup- 
port or indifferent, the general cha- 
racter of the Concerts. The overture 
of It Barbiere di Siviglia was per- 
formed on Monday for the first time, 
and drew forth enthusiastic applause, 
as did also La Belle Fermier, which 
was likewise newly introduced. Mr. 
Harper, Jun. has this last week re- 
lieved Mr. Laurent, Jun. in the solo 
on the Cornet-a-piston; and Mr. 
Richards on the violin, and Mr. Strea- 
ther on the Fiageolet have delighted 
theaudiences with well executed solos. 
The programme for the ensuing week 
again presents an agreeable variation. 








ADELPHI. 
Monday and during the Week.—Jack 


Sheppard, and Harlequin Mother 
Red Cap. 


We have visited this house this week, 
and find a continuation of the same 
pieces as last, which seem to give great 
satisfaction to crowded and fashiona- 
ble audiences ;—and we feel assured 
that Mrs. Keeley, from the long ex- 
perience she has had in the character 
of Jack Sheppard, will be the most ac- 
complished housebreaker in the me- 
tropolis. 





SURREY. 


Monday, and during the Week.—The 
Lapidary of Leyden, Michael Earl, 
and the Queen Bee. 

The Lapidary of Leyden, or the 

Devil’s Diamond, which was brought 

out on Monday week for the first 

time, is another of the productions of 

Mr. Wilkes, being the seventy-eighth 

he has written for the stage. It is 

after the French taste, and may be 
classified with such pieces as the 

Bottle Imp,the Vampyre, Aladdin, &c. 

Albert Schwartzburgh the lapidary, 





(E. F. Saville) is overtaken by dis- | 
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tress, and in the midst of his despon- 
dency is tempted by Rudolph Sturm- 
wald, (Hughes) to obtain the devil’s 
diamond, which has the property of 
procuring tbe possessor every thing 
he can wish for, though at the expence 
of his soul, and the immediate sacri- 
fice of happiness and life if the dia- 
mond be lost. The diamond is ob- 
tained, and 4/bert suddenly becomes 
a prince, successfully wooing the 
Princess of Soorns (Miss Grant) and 
outrivalling another prince. In the 
height of his enjoyment, the princess 
sees the diamond, admires it and 
persists in taking it from him. Albert 
is suddenly called before the princess’s 
father, and during his absence she 
consigns the custody of it to Jacob 
Koldwithout (W. Smith) Jacod, of 
course, aS his name implies, Is a 
thirsty soul, and being left alone, 
wishes for some wine; he no sooner 
wishes, than the wine is brought by 
the slave of the diamond, much to 
Jacob’s surprise and terror, he after- 
wards wishes for various other things, 
and is immediately supplied with 
them; and finally wishes himself a 
thousand miles off, and is as quick as 
lightning conveyed no one knows 
whither. In the meantime Albert 
having lost the diamond, loses his 
retinue and grandeur, as well as the 
affections of the princess, and is then 
cast into a dungeon as an enchanter, 
Jacob Koldwithout returns, throws 
away the diamond, and declares in 
the presence of fnnabel (Mrs. H. 

Vining) its properties. The latter, 
by whom Albert is beloved, learning 
that the restoration of the diamond 

is the only chance of saving sdlbert’s 
life, undertakes to restore it to him, 

first commending herself to the pro- 

tection of the Supreme Being. Pre- 

vious to her arrival at the dungeon, 

Sturmwald has an interview with 

Albert, and by dint of much artful 
persuasion, prevails upon him to con- 

sent to kill the first person who shall 

offer him the diamond, in order to 
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recover it and restore him its proper- 
ties. Annabel appears, when Albert, 
who has formerly loved her, resolves 
to suffer perdition himself rather than 
be her murderer ; the bell sounds the 
hour for a new victim to the infernal 
regions, or the expiationof Sturmwald’s 
term of life, when the latter seizes the 
diamond from Annabel, and is then 
instantly struck by Albert; Sturmwald 
is conveyed below, the diamond ex- 
plodes, and all parties are made 
happy. There are some very ludic- 
rous scenes between Jacob and Florite 
(Miss Martin) ; and the acting of E. 
F. Saville, is of that correct and 
finished style which has so long sig- 
nalized him as the star of the Surrey. 
A Miss Chartley’s efforts, also, as a 
page are well ‘deserving ‘commenda- 
tien. The scenic effects are admi- 
rable—quite equal to any thing of 
the kind ever produced in the English 
metropolis. 

amily Jars Mended, which is in 
itself an admirable French interlude, 
has been very indifferently played, 
Savilie makes much less of his cha- 
racter than he might do; and Miss 
Martin as Therese, is altogether mis- 
placed. She cannot divest herself of 
broad comedy, while the character 
requires an actress more accustomed 
to light comedy. It is like putting 
Mrs Orger in the part of Emily More- 
land. There isa Mr. Lewis likewise 
engaged in this piece, whose squeak- 
ing, squalling voice effectually ruins 
a smart little character. 





QUEEN'S. 


Monday and during the Week.—The 
Battle of Bovines, and the Panto- 
mime. 


The Battle of Bovines is a new pro- 
duction, which on its first representa- 
tion on Monday evening met with to- 
lerable success. In noticing this piece 
more at length next week, we shall 
have some suggestions to make to 
one or two of the actors engaged, and 





particularly to Mr. Carrol, whose 


tongue runs rather too fluently at 


times to render his exertions advan- 
tageous to the author’s fame. 





SADLER’S WELLS. 


Monday, and during the Week.— Norah 
O’Donnell, and Harlequin _— 
Robin. ” 


The spirited manager here, having ca- 
tered so well for the holiday folks, 
has made no change of performances 
since our last. The house is well at- 
tended, and we hear a great variety 
of novelties are in preparation. 





CITY OF LONDON. 


Monday, and during the Week.—First 
Step in Guilt, Nature and Art, 
and Harlequin Billy Taylor. 


It is a clear proof to us, that when- 
ever the proprietors-of theatres will 
engage well-known talent, and bring 
out pieces of sterling merit, that it is 
generally attended with the least ex- 
pence in the end: witness this house 
for the last three weeks—crowded 
every night with the same pieces, and 
talent such as cannot fail to give the 
utmost satisfaction. 





GARRICK. 


Monday, and during the Week.—Wo- 
man’s Heart, Love and Law, and 
the Pantomime. 


The new domestic drama called Wo- 
man’s Heart, has been quite success- 
ful, and with the Harlequinade of 
Smith, Brown, Jones, and Robinson, 
has drawn excellent houses. 





ROYAL GRECIAN SALOON. 


Our last visit to this magnificent 
establishment, amply paid us for our 
peregrination ‘northward. We wit-, 
nessed the representation of the Mar- 
riage of Figaro, which, with the 
whole of Mozart’s beautiful music, 
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was 
would reflect the highest credit upon. 
any theatre in London. 

This is saying much, but it is 


strictly the truth. The precision 
with which the difficult concerted 
pieces of that eminent master were 
sung, élicted, as it deserved, the rap- 
turous plaudits of a delighted au- 
dience. Love in a Village, we see, 1s 
announced, and we may exclaim with 
the Sailor, ‘‘ What the devil will 
they do next ?” 

A laughable Ballet followed, in 
which we were amused (for we can 
laugh, although profound editors) by 
the allusion, among others, made to 
the universal panacea ‘‘ Holloway’ . 
Ointment,”’ which, by its mode of 
application, performs almost miracu- 
lous cures. The Grecian Saloon may 
proudly rank ‘“‘number one,” among 
the many places of public resort, 
which (by the musical world particu- 
larly) are so liberally patronized. 





ROYAL BOWER SALOON. 


Stangate Street, Westminster. 


The management of Mr. Phillips at 
this excellent musical resort, termi- 
nated on Saturday last, much to the 
regret of those who have been its pa- 
trons. We know of no place of the 
character of the Bower, where cheap 
admission afforded a greater treat, for 
not only did the vocalists and the or- 
chestra display a concentration of 
much talent, but the selections for 
the concerts and the operatic dramas 
presented, were uniformly of a judi- 
cious caste. We were present on the 
last night of the old management, 

and could not but regret that bona 
fide worth should be so poorly re- 
warded. Howell and his wife, Tully, 
and Hart, kept up their spirits to the 
last in the admirable burlesque enti- 
tled Harlequin Hoax,—and the other 
members of the company, including 
Miss Sestini, Miss Wood, and Mr. 
Morgan, were equally good in their 


performed in a manner which , 





respective parts. Will Miss Sestini 
excuse us for throwing out a hint 
that she would appear to much bet- 
ter advantage if now and then she 
would employ a little appropriate 
gesticulation while singing, and take 
less notice of the audience. Miss 
Grant’s demeanour on this little stage 
used to be a pattern of unassuming 
conduct and propriety, which might 
well be imitated. 





MUSIC. 


It has often struck us that the poor, 

harmless and inoffensive public sing- 
ers, who have from time to time been 
most grievously belaboured in certain 
newspapers, may have owed all their 
ill treatment to a deranged state of 
the critics’ economy. Melted butter 
is apt to influence opinion, an east 
wind to warp the judgment, with con- 
tinual wet weather—where is virtue 
to be found? Seeing that singers are 
obliged to sing, and critics to criticise, 
whether they are in the humour or 
not, it follows that the public only 
get a correct opinion by chance. 
Might not managers remedy the un- 
certainty by putting forth in their 
bills that Mr. or Miss —— should 
sing on such a day if the wind and 
weather permitted ? and at the same 
time proprietors of newspapers should 
pledge themselves to keep their critics 
in a calm and dispassionate state— 
neither too fat for observation, nor 
too lean for good nature. It would 
no doubt be delightful to Braham 
and Phillips to prove that they have 
of late sung as well as they ever did, 
and that the faults charged upon them 
are wholly owing to the effects of the 
weather upon the critics. 

Two things are wanting to the 
proper enjoyment of music,—that the 
nerves should be as well strung and 
as well in tune as the piano-forte. 
Indolent people will rather put up 
with a jarring note, either in their in- 
struments or their bodies, than give 
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themselves the trouble to set it right. 
Supposing one’s self in the best of all 
humours for music, the question is 
next, how or where best to enjoy it? 
Some are for music in the church, 
theatre, concert-room or cathedral ; 
and others think there is no place for 
it like home. One advantage that is 
gained by being your own audience, 
performer and orchestra, is, that you 
never quarrel with yourself about en- 
cores; and another is, that there is 
no one present to disturb your com- 
placency and good: humour by want 
of sympathy. There can be no doubt 
that John Cramer and Lindley have, 
in the privacy of their chambers per- 
formed much more astonishing and 
beautiful passages than any mortal 
ever heard them do in public. The 
solitary and midnight fancies of Mo- 
zart were his finest, when he used to 
sit alone at his piano-forte, modulat- 
ing like one inspired. Sometimes a 
leader of a band is not “ 7’ th’ vein” 
for music : blundering will then spread 
like contagion through a whole or- 
chestra. We remember a remarkable 
instance of this in a concert of the 
Philharmonic Society, when scarcely 
a single movement of the whole even- 
ing went right, notwithstanding an 
eminent foreign composer was among 
the audience. Even Dragonetti used 
to allow that he made ‘‘ de mistaken” 
sometimes. Candid critics and con- 
stant music lovers should therefore 
make every allowance for ‘‘ de occa- 
sional mistaken ;” for life is made up 
in tasting due proportions of east 
wind, ecstacy, overmuch rain, melted 
butter, &c., neither of which should 
have the mastery of us. 





CHIT CHAT. 


We understand that Betty proceeds 
shortly to Halifax to open the theatre 
of that town; he is rising fast in the 
estimation. of the critics in the pro- 
vinces, and bids fair to become in 
time very high in his profession. 








Miss Helen Faucit’s retirement 
from the stage it is feared will neces- 
sarily be of considerable duration, as 
she has been suffering for sometime 
past by her extraordinary and suc- 
cessful efforts to give complete effect 
to her characters. We hear she will 
sojourn in the south of France. Her 
illness will be a great misfortune for 
Hammond. 

Mrs. Walter Lacy is reported to 
be ‘* as all ladies wish to be, who, &c. 

Sheridan Knowles has been for 
sometime past in retirement in the 
country, busily employed on a new 
play. Sir Lytton Bulwer has also a 
new play in preparation. 

Davidge, we hear has engaged for 
his theatre at Bath, Miss Romer, 
Balfe, Strickland, and Forrester. 

G. Moss, who performed Iago to 
Kean’s Othello at Drury Lane some 
years ago, is a great favourite at 
Maidstone; his Claude Melnott in the 
Lady of Lyons is considered a master- 
piece. 

Mrs. Waylett is drawing great 
houses at the Liverpool Theatre in 
her original character in the Fairy 
Lake. 

Miss C. Poole who played Gertrude 
at Covent Garden in Hamlet, was 
engaged by Madame Vestris from 
the Kensington Theatre, where she 
had been performing under the ma- 
nagement of Captain Bust. 

Miss Vivyan of the Kensington 
Theatre, has sent us a note stating 
that the abrupt termination of the 
performances on Monday night was 
not occasioned by her own, but by 
Mr. Bowes’s flight from the premises. 

Indifferent actors will sometimes 
eclipse men of established reputation 
in particularcharacters. For instance, 
we believe Lambert of the Bristol 
Theatre to have been without excep- 
tion the best representative of Worm- 


wood in the Lottery Ticket ; Davidson. 


late of the Saint James’s, is one of 
the most excellent of Zags in the 
poiled Child ; and Robertson, mana- 
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ver of the Boston, Newark, &c. 
theatres, though in general a bad 
actor, is One of the most efficient 
in Yorkshire clowns. There are 
many Other similar instances which 
many of our readers have no doubt 
observed. 

The new tragedy, called Mary 
Stuart, which has been sometime 
in rehearsal at Drury Lane, will be 
brought out on Wednesday next. 
The principal characters, Ruthven, 
David Rizzio, Queen Mary, and 
Catherine Ruthven, are to be perform- 
ed by Mr. Macready, Mr. Elton, 
Mrs. Warner, and Miss Montague. 

It is asserted that Hammond is 
very anxious for Macready’s taking 
off his hands the remainder of his 
term of three years lesseeship of Dru- 
ry Lane. We do not however con- 
sider this probable, as his engagement 
at the Haymarket for next season 
must necessarily prevent this arrange- 
ment. 

Mr. Graham is now playing at 
Exeter, where his talents in the first 
line of tragedy are considered of 
very high order. 

The new Constance in the Love 
Chase, who appeared at the Hay- 
market on Thursday night for Mrs. 
Glover’s benefit, is a young lady of 
independent property of the name of 
Herbert, who being fond of theatri- 
cals paid a high premium to place 
herself under Mrs. Glover’s tuition. 
She assumed the name of Howard in 
the play bills. Her success was 
rather equivocal, but she evidently 
possesses much talent, and with much 
more experience will be not unworthy. 
to rank among Thalia’s votaries. 

G. Cook whose powers in comedy 
are considerable, not having the op- 
portunity of appearing at Drury 
Lane where he was engaged during 
the présent season, is playing at the 
Liverpool theatre with success. 

The Woolwich theatre still remains 
closed during the present winter ; we 





are surprised at this, as it has gene- | 
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rally proved advantageous to the 
lessee. The house was originally 
built by Saville. 


A new theatre is now erecting at 
Glasgow, of dimensions and decora- 
tions equal to any theatre in the 
kingdom. 

The Jack Sheppard of White play- 
ed at the Queen’s theatre, has already 
reached a second edition. 

We understand Mr. Rayner has 
had an offer to go to America, which 
he has declined for more reasons 
than one, there being no horse racing 
there, consequently he would be out 
of his element. 





THE SWEET PIE. 


"Twas at an eating house one day, 

A fop did to a waiter say, 

‘< Fel-low, this pie it is so sweet 

That no more of it I can eat ;”’ 

In the next box to him did sit, 

An actor famous for his wit, 

Who overheard the above remark, 

And in his acting tone cried ‘‘ hark, 

As you're dissatisfied I see, 

I hope that you will list to me, 

If it’s too sweet pray with it part, 

And the next time, just order tart.” 
Jan. 13, 1840. Alexander. 





VARIETIES. 


THINGS BAD IN GENERAL.—It is bad 
to see an actor nod and wink ata 
friend in a private box ; it is bad to 
see an actress or a female vocalist 
cast her eyes with a long, lingering 
look, upon a would-be exquisite who 
moves about to attract her attention ; 
it is bad to hear a low comedian pre- 
judice an author by foisting into a 
piece low buftfoonery of his own; it 
is bad to introduce quadrupeds on 
the stage where none but bipeds 
ought to ‘‘ strut and fret their hour ;” 
it is bad in managers to play the ty- 
rant over their company; and it is 
bad in the member of a company to 
fawn and “‘ carney” with a manager. 
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In an essay on music and dancing, 
a writer states that no art is so an- 
cient as the latter, and adds his se. 
rious belief that ‘‘ the first pas seul 
was danced by Adam in Paradise.” 
Almost all the Hebrew worthies 
shone in the dance. Moses wasa 
renowned figurante, and David is 
almost as well known for his dancing 
as for his playing. 

The celebrated Dr. Crotch was on- 
ly two years and three weeks old 
when he first played on his father’s 
organ the air of God save the King. 





VOX-STELLARUM. 


Or a Theatrical Almanack for 1840. 
JANUARY. 


Rouse up my hearties, whilst I 
mend my pen, 

To tell you all how things will be, 
and when. 

Whilst I do trace the motions of 
the sphere, 

To find out what shall happen this 
here year, 

For the starry science, well my 
readers know, 

Has wise men for its friends, fools 
for its. foes. 


—_——* 


A new tragedy may be expected 
about the 20th or 25th of this month, 
the day before or the day after, its 
reception may be rather cool or 
cloudy, applause mingled with hisses, 
seats will be in general request, a well 
known actor proceeds to America, 
and a certain actress gets herself 
affronted not a hundred cubes from 
Vinegar Yard. 


A rr 


TO OUR READERS. 


Our Readers will observe we have 
changed our Printers. We trust that 
this week's Number will be found cor- 
rect. The greatest care will be taken 
in future to make this Publication 


worthy of public patronage. 

















TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


J. J——son.—We are sorry to hear 
an imputation against the manage- 
ment at the Victoria. Mr. Be- 
verley, we are inclined to think, 
could not have received the MSS. 

_ or either of the three letters, other- 
wise he most assuredly would have 
acknowledged the receipt of them, 
or deputed some one to perform 

the office for him. Nothing dero- 
gates so mnch from the character 
of a gentleman, as utter neglect 
of a well-disposed correspondent. 
We hope J——son has by this 
time recovered his manuscript. 

An Eastern Suburban.—We will take 
an early opportunity to visit the 
Pavilion and the Garrick. We 
have seen Cobham often, and have 
no doubt of his ability to please 
the East London audiences. 

R.—Yes ; it was at the Surrey Thea- 
tre, and in the year 1835, Rice 
first appeared before a London 
audience. The piece in which he 
was introduced was called ‘‘ Bone 
Squash Diablo,” and we remem- 
ber well, a most miserable affair it 
was. The Adelphi engagement in 
the same year was subsequent to 
that at the Surrey. 








_Pianist.—Rosini’s ‘* Le Comte Ory,” 


failed on its first production, it was 
undoubtedly a:made up piece from 
‘* Le Voyage a Rheims. 

 Subscriber.—We cannot for the 
present find room for so long a 
tale as that of the ‘‘ One-handed 
Flute Player.” We will, however, 
take care of the manuscript. 

N. L. H.—The Chelsea New Vaux- 
hall, an establishment something 
similar to the Bower Saloon, is 
only closed for the present. 





All communications to be forwarded 
for the Editor to the Printers’, post 
paid. 
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